Ullswater - Lowther - Haweswater drive

A drive around the eastern Lake District, including some remote
and beautiful parts of Ullswater and Haweswater lakes. Also
featured are the attractive Lowther and Lyvennet valleys, some &L 0

picturesquevillages and historic places. e

Mardale Head, Haweswater
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Summary of main attractions on route (click on name for detail)

Distance Attraction Car Park Coordinates
0 miles Pooley Bridge Village N54.61172, W 2.82135
4.6 miles Martindale Hause N 54.56494, W 2.87413
12.3 miles Askham Village N 54.60642, W 2.75579
13.2 miles St Michael's Church N 54.61194, W 2.74608
14.1miles Lowther Castle N 54.60844, W 2.73380
14.6 miles Bird Of Prey Centre N 54.60701, W 2.72756
19.7 miles Morland Village N 54.59583, W 2.62176
24.3 miles Maulds Meaburn Village N 54.53967, W 2.58074
29.5 miles Shap Village N 54.52902, W 2.67619
30.8 miles Keld Chapel N 54.52395, W 2.69115
32.3 miles Shap Abbey N 54.53148, W 2.70071
38.2 miles Haweswater Dam N 54.53231, W 2.76997
42.3 miles Mardale Head N 54.48924, W 2.82018
55.8 miles Pooley Bridge Village N 54.61172, 2.82135

The Drive

Distance: O miles

Location: Pooley Bridge Village
Coordinates: N 54.61172, W 2.82135

Pooley Bridge is a busy tourist village located at the northe

end of Ullswater lake. There are a few shops, pubs and cafE=s
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area is popular with campers and caravaners who cort

from the manynearby sites. There are some good walks
the area but the main attractionare theUllswater |
Steamerswvhich can be caught from the nearby pier. Reguls

boats travel up the magnificent lakeith various stops along ol Erege ke

the way. The historic road bridge over the River Eamont was
famously destroyed in December 2015 by storm Desmdmel newbridgewas opened in 2020.

A shortwalkleads to the shores of Ullswater lake at the outflow of the River Eamont. There are lgvely
views up the lake and you can hire a boat.akeland Boat HireThefootpath also continues along the
lake shorewhere there aresome attractive shingle beacheBay and display car parks either side of the
road bridge, public toilets ire village.

Travelling:

From the road bridge, travel through the village on the main road. At the end of the village is-a mini
roundabout where you take the second exit towards Howtown and Martindale. In a short distance meet
a T junction and turn rightThis dead end Martindale road follows the shores of Ullswater with some
wonderful scenery and is worth a detour. The road passes a number of camp sites which are very


http://www.ullswater-steamers.co.uk/
http://www.ullswater-steamers.co.uk/
https://www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/visiting/things-to-do/walking/mileswithoutstiles/mws10
http://www.lakelandboathire.co.uk/

popular in season. Beyond these the road narrows and slascends to Sharrow Bayhere it follows
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opportunity forstopping.

Eventually reach the hamlet of Howtowmhere Ullswater Steamersegularly pour walkers on to the
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a cattle grid to begin a tricky, short but sharp ascesth some impressive corners that needs some
care, especially if something is coming the other way. The summit amarisidale Hause and parking

Is on the right or next to the church on the left.

Distance: 4.6 miles
Location: Martindale Hause
Coordinates: N 54.56494, W 2.87413

The car park at Martindale Hause gives access to some
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The lumpy grassy area between the church and the top [of

the steep road section is knonasW¢ KS / 22Yo0aQ |
are great views from here back towards Howtown and the
northern end of UllswaterHallin Fell rises above the ca
park and thepopular butfairly strenuous half hour walk to
the summit is worthwhile for the superb views ove
Ullswate and surrounding hills. Views up the remote and beautiful Martindale valley can be achieved by
climbing only a short distance from the car park. Fiegdsideparkingwhich can get busy. No facilities.

W
i
Ullswater & Howtown from Martindale Hause

The new Martindalehurch of{ i t $as $ulliadound 1880 and has some impressive stained gldss.
The old church o6t Martinisonly 0.5 miles away and is also worth a visit. Follow the road beyond the
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setting overlooking Martindale valley. The attractive church is small agic but has some lovely
features including a yew tree in the churchyard estimated to be 1300 years old.

Travelling:

Retrace your steps back towards Pooley Bridge village. Stay on the road to bypass the village and me:
the B5320 at a T junction where yaurn right towards Penrith. In approx 0.6 miles take thstfright

turn, signposted to CelleranThe quiet narrow road climbs to give views towards Penrith and the
Penninemountainsin the distance. As the road descends towards Askham you can see the top of
Lowther Castle ahead, above the trees. Eventually meet a T junction and turn right to enter the village of
Askham. The village car park is a short distance on the left, adjaz@iiet Queens Head pub car park.

Distance: 12.3 miles
Location: Askham Village
Coordinates: N 54.60642, W 2.75579

The attractive village of Askham is situated in a relatives
quiet corner of the Lak®istrict, within the Lowther valley.
The village is based around two separate village greens &
has a number of attractions for visitors. At the village centr
around the free village car parkou will find Askham Stores &
vilage shopThe Queens Head pwmd an open &
air swimming poolwvhich is open to the public over the : o
summer monthsA small village gree is up the hill nearby Askham village green
but the main green and further attractions are down the hill.



http://www.ullswater-steamers.co.uk/
http://www.howtown-hotel.co.uk/
http://www.ullswater-churches.org.uk/parishes/martindale.html
http://www.ullswater-churches.org.uk/parishes/martindale.html
https://www.queensheadaskham.co.uk/
http://www.askhamandhelton.co.uk/swimming-pool-2/

The main green surrounds the road, overlooked by charming old houses. Further down the hill oh the
right isThe Punchbowl! Inand opposite the pub i8skham Hallan historic manor house which wa

until recently home to the Lowther family who previously lived at Lowther Castle. The Hall has peen
transformed in to a stylish hotel and has some lovely gardens which are open to the publissjadm

fee) and a cafe. Further down the hill agaifii§ t S (i S Mo HeydndtdaNi®tke River Lowther.

Travelling:

Turn left out of the village car park and beybAskham Stores turn left again towards Lowther. The
road descends through the attractive village and soon crosses the River Lowther, bearing left to follow
0KS NAGSNXY / NRraa | OFddGfS INARR (G2 SyidSNieleg(KS

Distance: 13.2 miles
Location: St Michael's Churchowther Park
Coordinates: N 54.61194, W 2.74608

{0 aAiOKI ShasQa woridéfdzNdodtion in Lowther
Park near Lowther Castle. The church and its big churchyard
sit high above the River Lowther with lovefgws across the
valley and parkland. The main attraction inside the ancient
church are various magnificent memorials to members of
the Lowther family who are buried here. In the churchyard |s
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houses a statue of the man locked in eerie isolation. Free

roadside parking but no facilities. Facilities at nearby Lowther Castle.
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Travelling:
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Lowther Cadé nearby on the right, with its trebned approaches. The road ascends a short distance to
cross another cattle grid where you take the right turn towards Lowther. Soon meet a minor T junction
where you continue straight ahead, passing the small villsigeowther Newtown on the left. This
replaced the old Lowther village which was pulled down in the 17th century to improve the view from
Lowther Hall, the site of the present Lowther Castle. Ahead, where the road bears left, the entrance to
Lowther Castlés on the right.

Distance: 14.1 miles
Location: Lowther Castle
Coordinates: N 54.60844, W 2.73380

Part of the huge Lowther Estatel.owther Castle and
Gardensstand on a site occupd by the Lowther family for [
over 800 years. The castle is now a shell but the impress
facades remain and are testament to the magnificent ho
that was built in the early 19th century. The castle an
gardens were left in ruins in the mid 20th century but
relatively recent project has saved the castle and broug —

the gardens back to life. Lowther Castle

You can wander within the castle ruin and around the numsattractive themed gardens. There are
fabulous views of the castle from the huge gently sloping lawn and also of the Lowther valley from the
limestone escarpment wallBeyond this is an impressive adventure playgroufite stable courtyard



http://www.punchbowlinnaskham.com/
http://www.askhamhall.co.uk/
http://www.visitcumbria.com/pen/askham-st-peters-church/
http://www.visitcumbria.com/pen/lowther-st-michaels-church/
http://www.lowthercastle.org/
http://www.lowthercastle.org/

has been sympathetically renovated to provide a cafe, gift shop and toilet faciiitr'ance fee applies
to the castle and gardens which are open daily all year.

Travelling:
Leaving the castle car park, turn right on the minor road towards Hackthdipe.road soon enters
woodland and a short distance on the right is Lakeland Bird Of Prey Centre.

Distance: 14.6 miles
Location: Lakeland Bird Of Prey Centre
Coordinates: N 54.60701, W 2.72756

Next door to Lowther Castlethe Lakeland Bird of Prey
Centrehas a large collection of hawks, eagles, falcons ahd
owls from around the worldYoucan wonder around the
different aviaries but the highlight is the flying
demonstration where you have a chance to fly a bi
yourself and there is an informative presentation. Th
Centre is in an attractive setting and includes tearoom,
picnic area, it shop and toilet facilities. Centre is open dalil

from Easterto November, entrance fee applies.

......

>

Lakeland Bird Of Prey Centre

Travelling:

Leaving the car park, turn right on the minor road which soon bears left and passes the village of
Lowther on the left. These small and neabgps of houses were built in the 18th century to house
Lowther estate workers. Just beyond, meet a T junction and turn right. Continue a short distance to
meet the main A6 road at another T junction where you turn right. Pass through the village of
Hacktlorpe and the Lowther Castle Inn on the right.

Beyond the village, cross the M6 motorway and almost immediately take the left turn towards Morland.
The road descends under the main west coast railway and over the River Leith to enter the pleasant
village of Great Strickland where you will find thepular Strickland Arms pubnd St Barnabas Church.
Beyond the village, the narrow road continues through pleasant countrysidevaodland with some

views over the Eden valley towards the Pennmeuntains Eventually descend to enter the village of
az2NIlFyRe ' GKS ¢ 2dzyOldAz2y Ay GKS @Aftfl IS 2 LI
distance to another T junction where you turn left. The road descends towards the river aighjiiase

where there is some roadside parking adjacent to Mill Yard cafe on the left. Further roadside parking
along Water Street opposite.

Distance: 197 miles
Location: Morland Village
Coordinates: N 54.59583, W 2.62176

Morland village is a hidden gem, located in a peaceful val
and with a number of visitor attractions. The centrepiece
the picturesque village is the Saxchurch ofSt Lawrence |
with its fascinating tower which has stocince the 11th B
century and is apparently the oldest structure in Cumbr
still in daily use. The church also hasme interesting

features inside. The pretty Morland Beck cascades througf

the village with an impressive fall under the road bridge. Morland BeckMorlandvillage



http://thelbpc.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR3IuI6knN76qdaZCBOq85qVQ2zHIzzC0NSByTuSfqB0NSVlrfq0_kK-6Ak
http://thelbpc.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR3IuI6knN76qdaZCBOq85qVQ2zHIzzC0NSByTuSfqB0NSVlrfq0_kK-6Ak
http://www.thestricklandarms.co.uk/
http://www.visitcumbria.com/evnp/morland-st-lawrences-church/

Overlooking the beck and bridgetiee popularMill Yard cé& and across the road is the The Crown Inn.
Behind the cafeaare the attractiveMorland Housegardenswhich include thebeck downstream of the
bridge and make an enjoyable stroll. Ask at the cafe for permigsioisit. Free roadside parking but n
shop or public toilets.

Travelling:

Leave The Square on Water Street, adjacent to The Crown Inn. The road passes atbegsidéy
Morland Beck and old mill race before leaving the village. Continue through pleasant countnysioe
generally straight minor road, again with distant views across the Eden valley. After &piles, pass
through an impressive tree linecestion before a couple of sharp bends bring youthe village of
Maulds Meaburn. Roadside parking through the village with a wider section at the far end of the village,
opposite the modern Village Institute.

= 2l ol Distance: 24.3 miles
Location: Maulds Meaburn Village
Coordinates: N 54.53967, W 2.58074

Maulds Meaburn is another peaceful picturesque village In
the Lyvennet valley. The main feature is the huge \allag
green which surrounds pretty Lyvennet Beck as it meanders
through the centre of the linear villagépparently it is one
of only three village greens in England still grazed by shgep
but there is certainly plenty of space for thermihere are
footpaths across the open grassy areas and a few benches to
sit and admire the surroundings. Various bridges over the
beck allow access from one side to the other. The well dispersed houses are set further pack,
overlooking the grass and beck, which allgseto enhance the attractive open character of the villag
Since 1st August 2016 the village is now just within the Yorkshire Dales National Park follpwing
significant boundary extensions. Free roadside parking but no shop or public toilets.

Lyvennet Beckylaulds Meaburn

U

Travelling

Continue on the minor road which ascends out of the village and shortly enters the village of Crosby
Ravensworth. Another pretty village with a pleasant stre#ine impressivel i [ | g NSy @ Q&
The Butchers Armpub. Beyond the church, take the first right turn towards Shap and climb steeply
away from the village. This area is steeped in history and the surrounding countryside contains countles:
prehistoric remains and monumentés the gradient eases there are goodwsever the Eden valley
towards the Penninamountains. You may be able to see a tiny white ball on top of the Pennines,
especially if the sun igeflecting df it. This is a radar statiolor Air Traffic Control and sitsn top of

Great Dun Fell which a48m is the second highest mountain in the Penniridghighest is Cross Fell
(893m) just tothe north of Great Dun Fell.

Continue along the elevated road and you soongmd views aheatbwards the eastern Lake District
mountains. Cross the Méotorway and descend to enter Shap village. Cross the main west coast
railway and pasé 1 a A OK | i tifedeft. Céhtialidafshort distance to a T junction vitie main

A6 road. Turn left and Shap village car park is a short distance on the left.


http://www.millyardcafe.co.uk/
https://www.morlandhouse.net/garden
http://www.visitcumbria.com/evnp/crosby-ravensworth-st-lawrences-church/
https://www.thebutcherscrosby.co.uk/
http://www.visitcumbria.com/churches/shap-st-michaels-church/

Distance: 29.5 miles
Location: Shap Village
Coordinates: N 54.52902, W 2.67619

Once a village of some prominence due to its location on t
main A6 roadShap offeed comfort to those travelling over
the notorious Shap summit before the M6 motorway wa
completed around 1970.Much quieter nowadays andot

much to seebut the long linear villageloes offer a few
facilities for visitors including a small supermarket, post
office, cafe,Shap chippy The Bulls Head Inn andhe

Greyhound HotelThere is also an open awimming pool

which claims to be the highest heated outdoor pool in Engl&ehind the Fire Station, a 10 minute
walk across fieldgekes ya to the Goggleby Stoneoneof the many prehistoric monuments in the areaj
Free parkingnd public toilets athe village car park

Goggleby Stone, Shap

Travelling:

Turn right out of thecar park on the A6 north. After approx 0.3 miles, just before the end of the village,
take the left turn signposted to Bampton. Beyond the village the road is lined with limestone walls, a
feature of this area. In a short distance take the first left tgrgnposted to Keld. Continue approx 0.7
miles along the narrow lane to enter the village of Keld. There is some roadside parking in the centre of
the small village, or beyond the village next to the river.

Distance: 30.8 miles
Location: Keld Chapel
Coordinates: N 54.52395, W 2.69115

Keld Chapék believed to date from the 16th century when|
it was associated with nearby Shap Abbé&he attractive
but simple chapel has a long and interesting history
including its use as a private dwelling for over two centuries.
Now a National Trust property, the key hangs outside t
house opposite and it can be visited at any reasonable ti
The historic village of Keld also had associations with Shap
Abbey and retains a great deal of character. At the far end

of the village there is an open grassy area next to the River Lowther. Free roadside parking in the vllage
no facilities.

. “ "';r
Keld Chapel
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Travelling:

Retrace your steps to the Bampton road and turn left. Ahead are some great views towards the
Lakeland mountains. Shortly, take the first left turn signposted to Shap Abbey. The single track road
continues a short distance to a cattle grid theescends steeply towards Shap Abbey. The car park is at
the bottom of the hill on the right.


http://www.shapchippy.co.uk/
http://www.greyhoundshap.co.uk/
http://www.greyhoundshap.co.uk/
http://www.shapswimmingpool.co.uk/
http://www.stone-circles.org.uk/stone/shapstonerows.htm
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/keld-chapel

Distance: 32.3 miles
Location: Shap Abbey
Coordinates: N 54.53148, W 2.70071

The ruins ofShap Abbegre set is a picturesque secludeg
valley next to the River Lowther. It was the only Abbd
within the Lake District boundary and is now in the care ¢&&
English Idritage. The Abbey was founded around 1200 arggs
was one of the last to be dissolved by Henry VIII in 154%8
Much of the stonework was later taken for loca
construction, including Lowther Castle, but you can still se
the lower walls of the buildings and thenpressive tower Shap Abbey
which remains largely complete. Various information boards

around the site tell you more about the Abbey and monastic life. The site is not manned and is open at
any reasonable time with free entrymallparkingchargeif & 2 dzZGbNEhglishHeritage membersNo

facilities on site, neast in Shap village.

Travelling:

Retrace your steps to the Bampton road and turn left. The road, narrow in places, is again lined with
limestone walls, as are all the surrounding fields. Continue through pleasant countryside following the
Lowther valley. Across the valley you can glimpkeveswater Reservoir and its surrounding hills.
Eventually the road descends and enters the village of Bampton Grange, a small pleasant village
includingThe Crown & Mitrgoub and{ G t I (G NX.Béyond theé dhuadi eioss the River Lowther
and immediately take the first left turn towards Haweswater. Very shortly take the next right turn, a
narrow road whih soon crosses Haweswater Beck. Just beyond is a small parking area on the left where
you can access the beck. Continue a short distance to a T junction and turn left towards Haweswater
After approx 1 mile the village of Burnbanks is on the right, hailhouse the workers who built
Haweswater dam. Cross Haweswater Beck again and approx 0.6 miles beyond-lyy arathe left
overlooking Haweswater dam.

Distance: 38.2 miles
Location: Haweswater Dam
Coordinates: N 54.53231, W 2.786P

Haweswateris a large mammade reservoir belonging to
United Utilities that supplies drinking water to a quarter ofj
0KS b2NIK 2Sad 2F 9y3IftlyRod ¢
a controversial scheme at the time as the 4 mile lo
reservoir flooded the picturesque valley and the village of
Mardale with local residents evicted from their homes. Th
massive concrete dam used 44 separate concrete buttresges
to form the final structure which is around 36m high an
470m long. Apparentlit is the second biggest dam structure in the country, behind Kielder.

Haweswater Dam

Near the dam, you can see two streams entering the reservoir, one on each shore. These are aqueduct
which collect water from a number of nearby catchmeatsl Ullswater thereby massively increasing
the effective catchment area and ensuring enough water is available. Free parking, no facilities.

Travelling:
The picturesque road along the eastern shore of the reservoir was built to access the head of the valley
when the original road was flooded. It is worth driving thende dead end road to admire the remote


http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/shap-abbey/
http://www.crownandmitre.com/
http://www.visitcumbria.com/churches/bampton-st-patricks-church/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/haweswater-

valley and wonderful scenery. Approx 1.7 milegdred the dam is thélawewater Hotewhich was built

to replace the original Mardale pub and provides refreshmeowgriooking the reservoir. A short
distance beyond the hotel there is a small tower in the reservoir. This is where most of the water is
abstracted before travelling by gravity along an underground aqueduct to a treatment works near
Kendal. As the road atinues towards the head of the valley, the views of the reservoir and surrounding
mountains become even more impressive. At the end of the tarmac road is Mardale Head car park.

Distance: 42.3 miles
Location: Mardale Head, Haweswater
Coordinates: N 54.48924, W 2.82018

Mardale Head car park and its approaches provide some

fabulous views of Mardale valley and it is a popular starting

point for some wonderful walks. Nearby, and normally

under water, is the old village of Mardale Green which was

demolished before the valley was flooded. During very dry

periods the reservoir level drops enough to see the remains

of the village which included a pub and church. One eerie

aspect was the exhumationfabodies from the church Towards Mardale Head, Haweswater
graveyard, to be reburied nearby at Shap.

Haweswater is also largeRSPB bird reserweith variety of bird species in the area including Buzzards
and PeregrinesTheWild Haweswater initiative offers anumber of seasonalwildlife experienceslong
with its various conservation an@storationprojects Free car park but it can fill early in season and gt
weekends. No faciigs.

Travelling:

Retrace your steps all the way back down the valley, past the dam and Burnbanks. Ignore the turn to
Bampton Grange, continue straight ahead and shortly enter the village of Bampton. At the T junction in
the village isBBampton shop & tea roomTurn left at the T junction on the Lowther valley road towards
Askham. There are lovely views across tlmevther valley as you travel along the road, passing the
hamlet of Butterwick and omo the small village of Helton. The road bypasses the village, maintaining
good views across the valley and you can see the limestone escarpment walkway bordering Lowthe
Castle. Beyond Helton, enter Askham village again. Continue straight throughdge wifid just beyond

take the left turn signposted to Celleron. The lofty lane provides some good views towards Penrith, over
the River Eamont valley and eventually towards the Lake District mountains. Continue to a T junction
and turn left on the B5320. $a enter the village of Pooley Bridge, the car parks are at the far end of
the village, either side of the road bridge.

Distance: 55.8 miles
Location: Pooley Bridge Village
Coordinates: N 54.61172, W 2.82135

Return to startpoint.

Pooley Bridge lakeside

Martin Wilson
www.lakedistrictdrives.com



http://www.haweswaterhotel.com/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/seenature/reserves/guide/h/haweswater/
https://wildhaweswater.co.uk/
https://www.bamptonvillageshop.co.uk/

